
Land preparation is the process of preparing the rice field to provide a soil condition 
that is favorable for plant growth. Proper land preparation facilitates water, nutrient, 
and pest management.

Prepare the rice field properly
Timeliness and quality of land 
preparation are critical factors for good 
growth and yield of rice. Rice fields can 
be prepared using wetland or dryland 
tillage, or a combination of both. The 
method of land preparation to be used 
depends on water supply, power source, 
and type of soil.

Weland tillage: soil is tilled in saturated 
or flooded condition using a hand tractor 
or mini tractor.

Dryland tillage: soil is tilled in dry 
condition usually using a large four‐
wheel tractor mounted with rotary or 
multiple disc plow, disc harrow, and 
other implements.

A four-wheel tractor can be used to break big soil 
clods, turn over the soil, and incorporate organic 
materials into the soil.

roper leveling of the field facilitates the manage-
ment of weeds, water, and golden apple snail. It 
also maximizes efficiency of fertilizer applied in 
the field.

It is a weed that usually associates and competes with cultivated rice.
It has the same scientific name with the cultivated rice (Oryza sativa L.).
In the Philippines, it is locally known as halo, lahok, weder-weder, or sabag.

1. Reduces yield by 20-90% depending on the level of infestation in the field
2. Competes and accumulates more nutrients in the soil than cultivated rice
3. Causes different time of harvesting because it matures earlier than cultivated rice
4. Reduces grain quality and affects price of milled rice due to the contamination of

its grains

What is weedy rice?

Practice of:
•Direct seeding method
•Use of contaminated seeds

What are its effects on cultivated rice?

What favor its spread in the field?
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How to distinguish weedy rice?

1. Generally taller, produces more culms, and has bigger leaf areas and heavier 
biomass

2. Grains are yellow, brown, or reddish depending on the variant/biotype
3. Awns, if present, are short or tall white, yellow, or reddish
4. Grains have reddish or white pericarp
5 Shatters easily in the field and even when lightly held by hands

1. Use clean seeds. 
2. Practice good land preparation and water management.
3. Uproot the whole plant or cut panicles.
4. Proper sanitation on machineries used for harvest.

How to manage weedy rice?




